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patches, dated July 29, though published in the British Blue
Book of 1914 as if sent, are now revealed in the archives
marked, "Not sent—War."29 Mr. Asquith stated in the
House of Commons that the situation was one "of extreme
gravity."
In fact, on the previous afternoon, July 28, at 5 P.M.,
Winston Churchill had ordered that the fleet was to pro-
ceed during the night at high speed and without lights
through the Straits of Dover from Portland to its fighting
base at Scapa Flow. Fearing to bring this order before the
Cabinet, lest it should be considered a provocative action
likely to damage the chances of peace, Mr. Churchill had
only informed Mr. Asquith, who at once gave his approval
On July 29, the official "warning telegram" was dispatched
from the Admiralty. The British Fleet was now ready,
whatever happened, to meet and control the situation.30
On the morning, July 29, Sir Edward Grey at last de-
cided to give Germany a more definite warning, as Russia
and France had been continually urging. Quite character-
istically he first told Cambon of what he was going to say
to Lichnowsky, but at the same time reiterated that his
warning to Germany would not mean that England had
yet made up her mind what she would do if France and
Germany became involved. England was "free from en-
gagements," and would "have to decide what British inter-
ests required."81 To Lichnowsky Grey then repeated
Sazonov's statement that after the Austrian declaration of
war Russia would no longer be in a position to negotiate
with Austria direct and desired a return to the British
mediation proposals. Accordingly Grey suggested it would
be "a suitable basis for mediation, if Austria, after occupy-
ing Belgrade, for example, or other places, should announce
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